Neurocognitive changes in cancer patients.
To review the neurocognitive changes in patients with cancer. This will include and overview of signs and symptoms, diagnostic tests, nursing interventions, and supportive pharmacologic measures for the treatment of acute and chronic changes in cognition. Published articles and reference books. The treatment modalities used for individuals with cancer can produce cognitive deficits that may negatively affect quality of life. The clinician's consistent assessment and evaluation of contributing factors such as co-morbidities, medications, age, and metabolic abnormalities assists in identifying the etiology for cognitive changes and guiding appropriate interventions. Understanding the need for assessment of changes in cognition and the direct and indirect factors that contribute to these changes is critical for the oncology nurse caring for patients with cancer to provide an appropriate plan of care.